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TO PAUL FENIMORE COOPER, COOPERSTOWN

Head's, Tuesday, 2yth May, 1845
My dear Paul,

As I have written to your mother twice, this letter
shall be sent to you. No doubt you have got all the mili-
tary news, which is highly favorable. Gen. Taylor seems
to be perfectly master of his movements, and knows what
he is about. He is clear-headed and cool, and made his
call for volunteers at precisely the right moment. Not-
withstanding the alarm that existed here, he appears to
have been under no apprehensions. As early as the 6th
April, he informed the government of his intention to
build a fort that 500 men could defend, when it would
leave the rest of his command free to act. Everything has
turned out as he foresaw. The 500 men have, so far, de-
fended the fort, with a loss of 13 in killed and wounded,
and the remainder of his force has proved sufficient for all
his exigencies. The volunteers are wanted for a forward
movement. Near 2000 of them had arrived on the 14th,
and Conner could reinforce with as many more. Our peo-
ple must now be in Matamoras, unless the Mexicans
have reinforced very largely.

The important feature is the course of England. If she
secretly sustains Mexico, we shall certainly have an Eng-
lish war; if she be wise, she will endeavour to persuade
Mexico to make peace. I think the issue doubtful. The
war is well sustained, though the Whigs dislike the popu-
larity it may give the administration.

I am getting on very well, and shall leave here early
next week. Yesterday I dined with Gen. Tom Cadwala-
der. Major Ringold was his kinsman, his mother having
been a Cadwalader, a sister of Gen. Cadwalader of the
revolution. The poor fellow was shot through both thighs,d to boast of his talents,
